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Extraction and Transport

Refining and Manufacture 

Consumer Use

Plastic Waste Management and Disposal



Extraction and Transport

Hazardous Air Pollutants

Ozone

Risks to Children, Infants, seniors and 

Pregnant Women

Harmful chemicals entering drinking

water

Mental Health





Refining and Manufacture

Hazardous Air Pollutants (1,3-butadiene,

benzene, styrene, Propylene and 

Propylene Oxide, PAHs, Toluene and 

Ethane

Workers are exposed to numerous toxic

chemicals including carcinogens and 

endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs).





Consumer Use

Impacts from nanoplastic and

microplastic ingestion

Impacts from chemical additives, 

plasticizers, and contaminants 

associated with plastic particles



Plastic Waste Management and 
Disposal

Plastic Recycling

Incineration 

Waste to Energy 

Plastic to Fuel

Chemical Recycling

Waste colonialism







The entire "lifecycle" of plastics 

disproportionally affects low income 

communities and communities of color



Toxictours.org





Global Plastics Treaty



















Ancestral and traditional

Composting

knowledge of Black, Brown and 
Indigenous communities

Reuse

Rainwater
collection

and Refill Repair systems

Micromobility and 
public transportation

Food, energy and 
water conservation 
strategies

Circular Economy



Thank you!

Plastic-free-future.org
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